PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 29178/38215 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT 
AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In Re Reissue Application of: 

John K. Savage 

U.S. Patent No. 6,026,372 

Issued: February 15, 2000 

FOR: COMPUTER SYSTEM FOR 
MAINTAINING CURRENT AND 
PREDICTING FUTURE FOOD NEEDS 

Filed: Herewith 

Group Art Unit: Not yet assigned 
Examiner: Not yet assigned 



I hereby certify that this paper is being 
deposited with the United States Postal 
Service in an envelope addressed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Box 
Patent Application, Washington D.C. 
20231, utilizing the "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service of the 
United States Postal Service under 
Mailing Label No. EV 027099729 US on 
this date: 



February 15, 2002 




tchard Zimmerman 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Box Patent Application 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-referenced application, please amend the 
application as follows and consider the following remarks: 



In the Claims: 

Please add new claims 14-55 as follows: 

14. (New) A system for predicting future food needs comprising: 
a processor: 

a memory coupled to the processor for storing information about food items, the 
information including desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals, cooking 
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times for food items, and variable quantities of processed food items; and 

a user interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory and adapted 
to communicate cooking instructions for the food items in response to a selected relation 
between time of day, the cooking times for the food items and the desired quantities of food 
items at desired time intervals, and a selected relation between the variable quantities of 
processed food items and the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals. 

15. The system of claim 14, further comprising an order receiving interface 
operationally coupled to the processor and the memory and adapted to receive orders for 
food items and update the information about food items including the variable quantities of 
processed food items. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the processor upon receiving an order for a 
selected number of a selected food item from the order receiving interface subtracts the 
selected number of the selected food item from the variable quantities of processed food 
items for the selected food item. 

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the user interface comprises an input device 
and an output device. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the output device is a display. 

19. The system of claim 14, wherein the processor initiates a cooking instruction 
for a selected food item to the user interface upon the current time of day being equal to or 
less than a time value in the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals for the 
selected food item minus the cooking time for the selected food item. 

20. The system of claim 14. wherein the processor initiates a cooking instruction 
for a selected food item to the user interface upon the variable quantities of processed food 
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items for the selected food item being less than a desired quantity of the selected food item 
in the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals. 

21. The system of claim 14, wherein the variable quantities of processed food 
items include a sum comprising quantities of processed food items on-hand and quantities 
of food items presently cooking. 

22. The system of claim 14, the information about food items further including a 
number of food items to be cooked. 

23. A method for predicting future food needs comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals, cooking times for food items, and variable quantities of processed 
food items, wherein the information is stored in a memory coupled to a processor; and 

issuing a cooking instruction for the food items in response to a selected relation 
between time of day, the cooking times for the food items and the desired quantities of food 
items at desired time intervals, and a selected relation between the variable quantities of 
processed food items and the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals, 
wherein the cooking instruction is communicated by a user interface operationally coupled 
to the processor and the memory. 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an order 
receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory: and 

updating the information about food items including the variable quantities of 
processed food items based on the order received for the selected food items. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the updating comprises subtracting the 
selected number of orders received for the selected food items from the variable quantities 
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of processed food items for the selected food items. 

26. The method of claim 23. further comprising issuing a cooking instruction for 
a selected food item to the user interface upon the current time of day being equal to or less 
than a time value in the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals for the 
selected food item minus a cooking time for the selected food item. 

21. The method of claim 23. further comprising issuing a cooking instruction for 
a selected food item to the user interface upon the variable quantities of processed food 
items for the selected food item being less than a desired quantities of the selected food item 
in the desired quantity of food items at desired time intervals. 

28. The method of claim 23. wherein the variable quantities of processed food 
items include a sum comprising quantities of processed food items on-hand and quantities 
of food items presently cooking. 

29. The method of claim 23. further comprising providing information about a 
number of food items to be cooked. 

30. A method for predicting future food needs comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals and variable quantities of processed food items, wherein the 
information is stored in a memory coupled to a processor; 

monitoring the variable quantities of processed food items relative to the desired 
quantities of food items at desired time intervals; 

issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item when the variable quantities of 
processed food items for the selected food item at a time of day is less than the desired 
quantities of food items at desired timer intervals for the selected food item at the time of 
day, wherein the cooking instruction is communicated by a user interface operationally 
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coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food item 
upon commencement of the cooking of the selected food item, wherein the updating is 
communicated by the user interface to the memory. 

31. The method of claim 30. further comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of the selected food item from an order 
receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about the selected food item including the variable 
quantities of processed food items based on the order received for the selected food item. 

32. The method of claim 31. wherein the updating comprises subtracting the 
selected number of orders received for the selected food item from the variable quantities of 
processed food items for the selected food item. 

33. The method of claim 30. further comprising updating the desired quantities 
of food items at desired time intervals based upon a history of issued cooking instructions 
for food items. 

34. The method of claim 30. further comprising updating the desired quantities 
of food items at desired time intervals for a specific time interval based on special food 
needs during the specific time interval. 

35. The method of claim 30. wherein the variable quantities of processed food 
items include a sum comprising quantities of processed food items on-hand and quantities 
of food items presently cooking. 

36. The method of claim 30. wherein the updating of the variable quantities of 
processed food items includes updating the quantities of food items presently cooking upon 
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commencement of the cooking of food items. 

37. A method of predicting future needs of food comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals, cooking time for food items, and variable quantities of processed 
food items, wherein the information is stored in a memory coupled to a processor: 

monitoring the time of day relative to desired time values in desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals and the cooking time for food items in the desired 
quantities of food items at desired time intervals: 

issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item when the time determined by 
subtracting the cooking time for the selected food item from the desired time value is 
proximate to current time, and variable quantities of processed food items for the selected 
food item is less than the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals for the 
selected food item, the cooking instruction being communicated by a user interface 
operationally coupled to the memory and the processor: and 

updating the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food item 
upon commencement of the cooking of the selected food item, wherein the updating is 
communicated by the user interface to the memory. 

38. The method of claim 37, further comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an order 
receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory: and 

updating the information about food items including the variable quantities of 
processed food items based on the order received for the selected food items. 

39. The method of claim 38, wherein the updating comprises subtracting the 
selected number of orders received for the selected food items from the variable quantities 
of processed food items for the selected food items. 
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40. The method of claim 37. further comprising updating the desired quantities 
of food items at desired time intervals based upon a history of issued cooking instructions 
for food items. 

41. The method of claim 37. further comprising updating the desired quantities 
of food items at desired time intervals for a specific time interval based on special food 
needs during the specific time interval. 

42. The method of claim 37. wherein the variable quantities of processed food 
items include a sum comprising quantities of processed food items on-hand and quantities 
of food items presently cooking. 

43. The method of claim 37. wherein the updating of the variable quantities of 
processed food items includes updating the quantities of food items presently cooking upon 
commencement of the cooking of food items. 

44. A method for predicting future food needs comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals, cooking times for food items, and variable quantities of processed 
food items, wherein the information is stored in a memory coupled to a processor: 

issuing a cooking instruction for the food items in response to a selected relation 
between time of day, the cooking times for the food items and the desired quantities of food 
items at desired time intervals, and a selected relation between the variable quantities of 
processed food items and the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals, 
wherein the cooking instruction is communicated by a user interface operationally coupled 
to the processor and the memory: and 

issuing an update inventory instruction in response to a selected relation between a 
desired stock level of food items, a present stock level of food items, the desired quantities 
of food items at desired time intervals, and variable quantities of processed food items. 
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45. The method of claim 44. further comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an order 
receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable quantities of 
processed food items based on the order received for the selected food items. 

46. The method of claim 45. wherein the updating comprises subtracting the 
selected number of orders received for the selected food items from the variable quantities 

M of processed food items for the selected food items. 

47. A method for predicting future food needs comprising: 

yj providing information about food items including desired quantities of food items at 

V; desired time intervals and variable quantities of processed food ite ms, wherein the 
JU information is stored in a memory coupled to a processor: 

monitoring the variable quantities of processed food items relative to the desired 
|ll quantity of food items at desired time intervals: 

~j issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item when the variable quantities of 

processed food items for the selected food item at a time of dav is less than the desired 
quantities of food items at desired timer intervals for the selected food items at the time of 
dav. wherein the cooking instruction is communicated bv a user interface operationally 
coupled to the processor and the memory: 

updating the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food item 
upon commencement of the cooking of the selected food item, wherein the updating is 
communicated bv the user interface to the memory and 

issuing an update inventory instruction in response to a selected relation between a 
desired stock level of food items, a present stock level of food items, the desired quantities 
of food items at desired time intervals, and variable quantities of processed food items. 



48. 



The method of claim 47. further comprising: 
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receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an order 
receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable quantities of 
processed food items based on the order received for the selected food items. 

49. The method of claim 48. wherein the updating comprises subtracting the 
selected number of orders received for the selected food items from the variable quantities 
of processed food items for the selected food items. 

50. A method of predicting future needs of food comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals, cooking time for food items, and variable quantities of processed 
food items, wherein the information is stored in a memory coupled to a processor: 

monitoring the time of day relative to desired time values in desired quantities of 
food items at desired time intervals and the cooking time for food items in the desired 
quantities of food items at desired time intervals; 

issuing a cooking instruction for a selected food item when the time determined bv 
subtracting the cooking time for the selected food item from the desired time value is 
proximate to current time, and variable quantities of processed food items for the selected 
food item is less than the desired quantities of food items at desired time intervals for the 
selected food item, the cooking instruction being communicated bv a user interface 
operationally coupled to the memory and the processor; 

updating the variable quantities of processed food items for the selected food item 
upon commencement of the cooking of the selected food item, wherein the updating is 
communicated by the user interface to the memory; and 

issuing an update inventory instruction in response to a selected relation between a 
desired stock level of food items, a present stock level of food items, the desired quantities 
of food items at desired time intervals, and variable quantities of processed food items. 
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51. The method of claim 50. further comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an order 
receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable quantities of 
processed food items based on the order received for the selected food items. 

52. The method of claim 51. wherein the updating comprises subtracting the 
selected number of orders received for the selected food items from the variable quantities 
of processed food items for the selected food items. 

53. A method for predicting future food needs comprising: 

providing information about food items including desired quantities of food items at 
desired time intervals, variable quantities of processed food items, desired stock level of 
food items and present stock level of food items, wherein the information is stored in a 
memory coupled to a processor; 

issuing an update inventory instruction in response to a selected relation between the 
desired stock level of food items, the present stock level of food items, the variable 
quantities of processed food items and the desired quantities of food items at desired time 
intervals. 

54. The method of claim 53. further comprising: 

receiving an order for a selected number of selected food items from an order 
receiving interface operationally coupled to the processor and the memory; and 

updating the information about food items including the variable quantities of 
processed food items based on the order received for the selected food items. 

55. The method of claim 54. wherein the updating comprises subtracting the 
selected number of orders received for the selected food items from the variable quantities 
of processed food items for the selected food items. 
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REMARKS 



New claims 14-55 are presented herein for consideration. No new matter has been 
added by the new claims 14-55. Consideration and allowance of the claims is respectfully 
requested. 

If, in the opinion of the Examiner, a telephone conference would expedite 
prosecution of the subject application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned 
attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 36,278 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN 
6300 Sears Tower 
233 S. Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Tel.: (312) 474-6300 
February 15, 2002 Fax: (312) 474-0448 
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